How the New Order Might be an Improvement
Undoubtedly as in most revolutions, there has
been violence and bloodshed and cruelty in Russia.
But it is odd to find that people who condemn the
whole of the Bolshevik experiment as diabolical,
because the Reds slaughtered several thousand
counter-revolutionaries, are usually the same people
who felt that it was no crime at all to slaughter
thousands of Germans in the late war. A revolution
is a war, so that people who applauded the killing
of Germans are slightly inconsistent in being shocked
by the killing of Russian Whites.
Undoubtedly the Russian standard of life is much
lower than in an advanced capitalist civilization
like ours. But that is no test. The proper test to take
is to compare the conditions of Czarist with Soviet
Russia and to ask which is the better system. Can
we doubt that, so far as the general mass of the
Russian people is concerned, there is no question
that the conditions of the majority of the Russian
people are better than before the Revolution?
Even if we prefer to doubt this, there is no question
that the majority of Russians believe that their lot
has improved.
The third consideration is that Russia is not a
Socialist civilization at all. Lenin admitted that.
He was convinced that there must be a transition
period of proletariat dictatorship. Russia is a country
which has passed suddenly from Feudalism into
the beginnings of Socialism, without the intervening
stage of Capitalism. For this reason her experience
in